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You will never know how much it cost

the present generation to preserve your freedom!
I hope you will make a good use of it.
- John Adams
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How to Begin Homeschooling

1. Discuss with Your Spouse: Educating your child at home is a huge decision and should
be one that is made with your spouse. Do not begin unless you are in agreement about
this decision. You will need the support of your spouse not only at the beginning, but also
throughout the year.

2. Research the Homeschool Laws Applicable in your Area: Be fully aware of the legal
requirements before you begin and especially before you take a child out of public
school. Find your state’s or country’s legal requirements atlwww.HSLDA .org]

3. Research Styles of Home Education: There is no single right way to educate your child
at home; however, there are many differing philosophies you may want to consider.

Charlotte Mason: Based on a method introduced by nineteenth-century educator
Charlotte Mason, this approach includes nature studies/journaling, narration, and
living books.

e (lassical: Based on Dorothy Sayers’ The Lost Tools of Learning, in which child
development is broken up into three “stages” of learning commonly called “the
Trivium.”

e Delight Directed: This puts the learning in the hands of the child, based on his or her
interests. Parents help facilitate this type of learning with appropriate instructional
materials.

e Eclectic: A mix of philosophies and curricula to accommodate each child’s abilities
and interests. Parents choose from any method or style only those components that fit
their specific needs.

e The Principle Approach: An approach based on the principles of our Founding
Fathers and an emphasis on God’s Word as the basis for every subject.

e Traditional Textbook: Normally uses a full-range, packaged, textbook-type
curriculum that also may include a scope and sequence, testing, and recordkeeping.

e Unit Studies: All or most core subjects are covered while studying any one topic or
unit of study, using a variety of resources and supplemental activities.

e Unschooling: A relaxed setting where learning is directed by the child. Parts of this
philosophy are based on research by John Taylor Gatto and John Holt.

4. Find Support: After finding your style of choice (or a mix of more than one choice), you
may want to choose a support group that reflects that specific style or just a general


http://www.hslda.org/

homeschool support group in your area. Meeting with other home educators offers
encouragement as well as knowledge and assistance with your homeschool questions.
Often, organized classes or activities for your children are offered through support groups
as well.

To find help and support:

. Visitlwww.SchoolhouseConnect.comlfor homeschool groups in the United States.
For other countries, do an internet search for "name of country homeschooling."

e Meet home educators on Facebook at|The Old Schoolhouse® page]

5. Gather Resources: Some families start with a complete curriculum package, while
others start with a notebook and a library card. Choosing your resources depends on your
style or method of education and your own interests. If you are financially burdened,
there are free homeschooling resources on the web, as well as discounted, used books in
abundance. Here’s a helpful digital supplement to help you get started: ‘tHomeschool |

[ 1oif

TOS offers a|free homeschool welcome “basket”|packed with freebies that will help you
as you homeschool for years to come! Order yours from the|Schoolhouse Store}—no
credit card required.

You Can Do This![Parents around the world|are taking back their God-given responsibility to
educate their children and you can too.

Disclaimer: The above information is not intended as legal advice and should not be
construed as such. Please check the legal requirements in your area.


http://www.schoolhouseconnect.com/
https://www.facebook.com/theoldschoolhouse
http://www.thehomeschoolmagazine-digital.com/thehomeschoolmagazine/homeschool101_supplement#pg1
http://www.thehomeschoolmagazine-digital.com/thehomeschoolmagazine/homeschool101_supplement#pg1
http://www.consideringhomeschooling.info/
http://www.theoldschoolhouse.com/product/homeschool-welcome-baskets/
http://www.thehomeschoolmagazine-digital.com/thehomeschoolmagazine/2014Annual#pg141

TOld Schoollhouse

The Family Education Magazine

Considering
Homeschooling?
Already doing it?

Claim your FREE
“Welcome Basket”

Over 15 titles informing
you about this exciting
educational option
for your family.

Schoolhouse

Teachers.com

www.ConsideringHomeschooling.info
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FREE TOSApps.com FREE TOSMagazine.com

FREE access to homeschool
help, advice, and
encouragement 24/7/365
—anytime, anywhere with
The Old Schoolhouse®
Magazine!

Download the free apps at
www.TOSApps.com and never miss an
issue. Every other month a new issue of the
magazine will automatically be available
on your mobile device. (Compatible with
Apple, Android™, Kindle Fire and

Nook HD devices.)

OR read the magazine online at
www.TOSMagazine.com.

Use your PC, smartphone, or tablet to:

* Easily find interesting articles

* Follow direct links to related websites

* View videos and other interactive
content

* Connect with the homeschool
community
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IS THERE A HOL

IN YOUR BURRICULUM

- i?

|S THERE A COURSE

YOU JUST CAN'T FIND?

SchoolhouseTeachers.com offers over one hundred classes.

We have: Enjoy member benefits such as planners, ‘

hecklists, di ts, eBooks, and !
Classes for preschool through high i fs “ Borakot s S g A L S0

school ‘ Courses vary in length and intensity. Some
* Art and Drama provide a full year of material or more;
e Computer Science and Technology some provide a semester or two of content.
¢ Electives Suggested academic weighting for high
& Foraiantanauades school transcripts is available for some

. o = . ! courses as well.
¢ History, Geography, and Social Studies
L Come join the curriculum site of
¢ Music .
} o , The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine!

e Reading, Writing, and Spelling .
e Science and Nutrition )
e Special Needs .
e Courses for parents

. ‘ﬂ SchoolhouseTeachersieon



http://schoolhouseteachers.com/2013/03/site-content/
http://schoolhouseteachers.com/sign-up/
http://schoolhouseteachers.com/

